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to mention particular names but the -fine work done by a party of
Rover Scouts from Lahore under Mr. H. "W. Hogg deserves special
praise.

Early in July the Viceroy and Lady Willingdon and the
Commander-in-CMef (Sir Philip Chetwode) visited Quetta. The
state of affairs was considered in detail and it was decided to give
effect to the recommendations of the Public Health Commissioner,
who had been deputed to report on the situation and examine the
practicability of resuming salvage operations. These recommenda-
tions in brief were that immediate salvage operations on a large
scale were inadvisable, but that preliminary operations in suitable
areas could soon be begun. Systematic salvage began on the 16th
September and was completed on the 21st March 1936. A total of
12,607 houses and shops were salvaged, property worth Its. 57 lakhs
was recovered and handed over to owners and over 8,000 dead bodies
exhumed.

A few days after the disaster a relief fund was opened by the
Viceroy and a comprehensive scheme was worked out for the distribu-
tion of relief. The response to His Excellency *s appeal was generous
and swift, the contributions reaching the impressive total of about
Rs. 54 lakhs. In addition, the world-wide sympathy evoked by the
tragedy found expression in welcome contributions from the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom and several Dominion and foreign
Governments. The Government of India sanctioned a grant of Rs. 10
lakhs to ensure the provision of adequate funds for the purpose of
immediate relief.

As regards the future of Quetta, the Government of India have
decided, after full consideration, that the Army and Air Force vshall
continue to occupy the present cantonment and that the city shall
be re-built on the existing site, the buildings being of earthquake-
proof type. The task of re-construction, which is expected to cost
about Es. 8 crores, will necessarily take long and cannot be completed
in less than 7 or 8 years.

Geologically, the Quetta earthquake was a smaller phenomenon
than the Bihar earthquake of the previous year. The fact that it
proved more destructive of human life seems to have been due to its
having happened in the early hours of the morning when people were